• King Solomon: "My son eat thou honey, because it is good, and the honeycomb which is sweet to thy taste".
• Samson : "..and he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcass of the lion."
• 1,700 to 2,500 years ago, Greek and Roman civilizations flourished • Greek and Roman mythology often mentioned bees or honey.
• Aristotle, Plato, and many other philosophers wrote about bees
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• • However….
• Hives were plundered without an understanding of the life cycle of the bee or the structure of the hive.
• Typically, bees were killed in the fall and the contents of the hive consumed.
• In these early days:
• Human understanding of Bee biology and ecology of bees was very limited and, • Riddled with superstition and folklore. Ancient observers thought that the queen bee was in fact a male, called "the king bee".
• Additionally….
• 
